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Police Corruption
Police corruption can be defined as a form of misconduct that law enforcers break the political contracts and abuse the power they have. Police corruption encompasses one or many groups of officers. Besides, police corruption challenges aspects such as human rights, departmental policies, cohesion and public trust. Policy corruption violates and affects both the community and law enforcement in general. For example, Community Resources against Street Hoodlums (CRASH) was a gang unit which had more than 70 officers from Los Angeles (Getty, 2018). The officers were involved in very many harmful activities in the community such as assaults, murder, drug dealing and fabricated arrests. 
After the police officers were discovered, it came out that the majority of CRASH officers were police officers. Hence, they were arrested and charged, and as such, they paid more than $40 million to ensure that lawsuits against them were solved. Therefore, this remains one of the most horrible police corruption cases that ever happened in America. Police corruption affects the community and law enforcement. A scandal like CRASH affects the public’s image as it also damages the trust that a community has on police (Getty, 2018). Notably, crime cases thrive in these communities since criminal activities are encouraged instead of abated. The police support illegal activities since they gain, both resources wise as well as monetary payments. For that reason, criminal activities violate the community’s peace and stability. 
One form of police corruption is accepting bribes or soliciting. Police receive bribes for them to allow illegal activities in the community such as prostitution, drug dealings and other activities which violate the law. Accepting bribes may also encompass giving easy access to government’s data systems which may have vital information. Another form of police corruption is flouting. Violating the code of conduct that governs police may have severe implications for people in society (Suryanto et al., 2018). Police officers violate the code of conduct through terminating evidence in favour of the criminals. The police also take part in crimes themselves, in which they destroy evidence in cases. Extortion is also a common form of police corruption. Extortion means to threaten people to obtain property or money. In this case, police officers threaten and prosecute them falsely in case he does not pay what the officer demands. Besides, extortion is accompanied by aggressive threats, which may result in physical or mental harm.
Police corruption is harmful since it affects the criminal justice system generally. Judges are likely to embrace negative opinions to police officers who testify in different cases. According to Suryanto et al. (2018), police officers who have had histories of corruption acts cannot be trusted when presenting evidence against cases. The public does not trust police officers who work on different departments that have been accused of corruption. Police corruption is also harmful since it damages the community’s unity. The public fails to trust the police officers anymore, and as such, they take matters into their hands. In case of criminal activities in the community, the public may arrest criminals and murder them due to anger. 
Again, police corruption can be combated through practicing conducting independent oversight. Corruption among the police will be minimal when attention is directed to the governance and performance of police officers (Getty, 2018). There should be a use of external strategies in all departments to ensure that corruption cases are minimal. Some of the external mechanisms include; police auditors, the public complaints and reports from commissions that advocate humanity. Therefore, these strategies can reduce police corruption since their performance is reviewed from time to time. Police corruption can also be combated by improving their salaries and bonuses. Many police officers in corruption to gain extra money and other benefits. Improving police salaries, bonuses and other services will significantly reduce police corruption.
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